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il •I .PHIL1PPINE SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW

I CHANGES IN THE PILIPINO FAMiLY·1
1. Workers in ~ field research project are often importuned for. ~,' ],1

welfare services by those people studied. ! Pilar A. Gonzalez

2·~t~n~·!~'::"~:Oj':,;;r='~~~o:~fJ,,"C~".:MSa~~d ex- i·. The destiny of men and of nations is intimately dependent '-"'~~
form acts of philanthropy.' . per-)i. -on the family. The family is the basicunit within which man , ;.~~i·

'.. . '. ri,..,.·.·.. . ful~ills .efficaciously th~ deman~ of hi~ D.~ture' and. ~ttal.·ns ~he .: .:.~;:~~

). ~ . These iphi!atithropiC acts wre likely to alter the subject of ,&. Ulltimatepurpose of his creation. It 'lS,ln the famllysettmg . ">".:.:)f!t
, ' study, while the research group remains unaware of it. ~~~~kf~~ ~:\:lightt~/~~th~f ¥ri~a~:t~t~~7I;i~frcf: ~~~ .' '. ':.":::~1-

.--.--/ "4:~Anattempt todntroducs sci~J1tifk. social work into the at- ;~, 'man grows. up in:the fear and love of..the ·Lo~d, where he be- .. ,' :-~l<"',b1::ere . ~f:~\.short-te~mf~~ld.;::studY. ·produces other pro- f comes the JOy of his parents and the pnde of his race...The fa-':' .:: ~jJ
.,:'.'. :':". ',: ;'>;:,.'-p'~':;, .:,':'~: \~.>; ':,.:,S',:':. '.:,' . .' , '.. ,!,....~.-.~~t~~l\~~~l of ~iz:u~,.the/~. t~ac~er ,o~.;~~~ ';'a:1,ue .'<: ::<:~:~~'~11.i

:···..~,<.;:~~?'u~.~p~t~.·.()~.~.·~~:u,~~~~!~..().C.~itit~i~f&~tolinaena~~ , .' '~ l~' :;: ~~',: 'Th~' patt~rn:of.•f~i1~ iiie se~es-'~~:~'~o'~el'f6r:;tibiic 'life;' , L·~··~i~/~'I
, - _., • . • - l.U>1> • .v <.' .~The .state is but a community of. fa.lnilies ;grouped, tOgether 'fol< '.; ,:',... ·'::.;p:i :

.. ':., ;,'~::~~~~~'eirFt:~~, ~~~~d~~:~::~: uha:~~~~.~J~.~:~\i ~'~,~1\~;~~~{ j
. '-. ,,'. th¢:ofamily,. men ana .;l1ations ingeniouslY .work out the' satisfac"" .' '.: ""
. ':~ ; ':. ip6Ii :of ..'human :~ni~?, and in' so dC!ipg'<:l~eate c~lt~e. 9ult,Ul"~(··:. ':". " :",'''' i

", '::' .,18 th~:glft o~ the famIly and wha;t .th.~ f~:lY creates, It._~~s~~n"s;. '::~~... ,: J,,,, '
.. :' :~ .~'./'·}2ulture thrives best '.9bvlO~sly m .a 8~leo/,;:Wh&:~'f~~~~'.fl!."~ ,; :.::,~:.,..:.:~..~~(;

':'.J ._ "~·o.!f.~thy. and V1gor9us,:pl!.YSI~Y.,an4.morally..;. ':.. :,:', : ' :.'.>: >:":, .~ '!f> ',i<'~ i
" .7 ",~: -.:-" ._ -- .' '. - ~ ~~ ~•. ''".:~:. ._.,._. - - - ' r.: ~- (., - •• JC~.· .:'i. '~,~fr 1

":ij:} dan;: d~: ~~~:n.~~~~~io~e~~lti~·'~;~~~a~~e~=r;itn~~ ',:.-i-,.'::~J'
it' :itself. Elements of -disintegration rseriouslv threaten ::thesanc-. '. _: '~'

, ~: : ·titJy of marriage and family life. Traditional functions have ' ... ~!l!'
. Wi since been 'increasingly' transferred to outside agencies and human .1)

life no longer centers around the home. Radical feminism mis- '~
uses the newly won freedom of women. Motherhood has lost .'i}

.some of its .'prestige and the dignity of women has been devaluat-' <;~'
:ed. Materialism and individualism encourage an unChristian 'at- '::" ". :~1l

.~tude, toward "love, sex, .and marriage.". 'The manifestations and ' .. . ':, ~:::l~";
.. ' ;';. . •. '. '. r ~ ,e'.ff.ec.ts..of a 8ec:~a.ro ·Cultu.. re c.~ntr.ibU~.:.~t~.e· weakeni?g Of. .fam.. p."t. ,. . '.~; :.:. i

.c· :,~, l~~e:: A .preval!l?&: lowor~er ·.of SplnttiaJ~o/ .makesl,t very (hf~~·.: .' ".;{ '1
'I' . cult for the Fihplnofamlly to 8temthe -tide.·. '.'_ '. -': 1; I

, , ... :.:. At pr~sent.cerWn U:e?ds ,SI:tow..t~t'Jl1any 'Filipin? fa:milie~ , ~"'{.~:.
are ·becommg more ?!~an In 1f1elrcholce. of locale, unlike m .the . .~':lff~

. ,earl.Y days when F~lipmo'socl~ty was rooted to a rural s~ttmg'. ,";~'
• ;wltile the pragnmtlc .way of hfe has become more attractIve t.o .':~1 \
.'an'.inct:easing number ..of. famili~, the qb?stian way of life is " ::.iJ1

losmg Its former. popularity. N~w colubtions have cropped up ". .,-}i
, wl'Pch threaten the stability of the Filipino family.' .:" ~;j'lj

., ':. ':Three'faciors undoubtedly contrib~.in 'their'o'wnpe<?uliar ' . /;~
·.btJf;interr~~te<! way to -the disiutegration. o~ the Fili.pirtof~IY: ', .. , :.'.'~>~.J.

' . . ", ~"'lj..• Tbw w.... ft. hom adoet.&>nll ~tlon ~t1IIeol' THE FlLlPlNO PAmVIN . ~
''TRANSITION IP.Ibmltted .~' 'PUa:r A. Gonmles to··the Graduate School of the Unlv,,",ltyot . '. (
.Saato ..~ ill M.....b. 19U. "
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the decline of the role of religion, the radical departure of the
. Filipino woman from the traditional ty-pe and the de-emphasis
of family functions.
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